A Brief History of South Fayettevillei by J. B. Hogan

The area of town known as South Fayettevilis a longandinteresting history. Most of
us knowSouth Fayettevillas the poor side of town, which it has been for nearly all of our
history.

This is the working class section of Fayetteville, with small, older homes, little corner
groceries and neighborhood scha@l of the latter two nowmearlydefunct) But it was O t
always where the less affluent citizens of Fayetteville livéat from it.

Much of South Fayettevillein fact, belonged to one man: arguably the most famous
person to ever live here: the second Governor of the State of Arkansas, Archibald Yell.

Archi bal d Yel l Il snét just a bypass through t
politician, lawyer and military hererell gained notoriety and the lasting appreciation of Andrew
Jackson, Old Hickory, through his military exploits in the War of 1&i@ other conflicts in the
early years of the nineteenth century. It was President Jackson who gave Yell his first positions
in the Arkansas Territorgnd Yell was also close frieawith President James K. Polanother
favorite of Andrew Jackson.

After starting in Little Rockn late 1831by 1834Yell had moved to Fayettevillieearly
enough to qualify him as a founding father if not a first settler of our town. Yell was smart with
his income and bought up lots of land around town, eventually owning 80éhacres of prime
real estate. 50600 of those acres were in what is now knowSasth Fayetteville

The northeast corner 0fe | | 6 s begancathecorhey of 7th Street and S. College

Avenue (where a monument stands todenpss from JeffersdBchoo):



Yel | 6s | an dsotthhtebelow 1sth $treen, westdo around Hill or Buchanan
Avenue (where Fayetteville High School is located), then north to where 7th street would extend

and back east to the starting point across the stmratJefferson School.
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**Note that all the sections circled indicate where Yell owned property in Fayetteville.
The section circled just below the City of Fayetteville label is the property in what we now call

South Fayetteville that belonged to Yell.**



Included inY e | gropesty wadis lovely old home, Waxhaws (named after the area
where PesidentAndrewJackson had been born), whelat on t he hi |l |l just n«
Senior Center on S. College AvenlMé¢axhaws was torn down between Septembé Ehd

March 1963 Flat stone steps leading upwberethe housestoodcan still be seen today.

Waxhawss Ar chi bal d Yell 6s Home in South

Yell 6s | aw of fi ce wosndsoieadogdartersmaHbuse, someaf w 0 n

theWashington County Historical Society on E. Dickson St.

Archibald Yell resigned his position as U. S. Senator in 1847 to enlist as a pheate
was quickly elevated to the rank ofIGoel) in the War against Mexico. He died valiantly, if

impulsively, at the Battle of Buena Vista that same year.



He was first buried near the Mexican battlefield but was laterteered at Waxhaws.
When the Masons, of which he was a local leader (pr@riding the land for their first lodge in
Arkansas here in Fayetteville), bought what would become Evergreen Cemetery, Yel was

interredthere, markinghathis third and final burial.

~ Archibald Yell Monument irEvergreen Cemetery

As the years passed af t & perhapsbetadse ofdsdoaatidn, s 0L

below the Square and the flatter land where our wealthier residents lived in such places as the

WashingtoAWillow Historic Districti becamebme t o t he | ess affluent i
mean it didndét have a character and personal.
South and west of Waxhaws, beyond the curr

main city parkg Walker ParkGiven to the city by Mrs. FaimWalker, widow of Henry



Walker, and their son Bryan Walker, the park was dedicated Thursday, June 1, 1961 with

University of Arkansas football coach Frank Broyles giving the main speech.

HENRY WALKER
MEMORIAL PARK

CITYY. OF FAYETTEVILLE
FAYETTEVILLE  ARKANSAS

JUNES 1981

Today Walker Park has outgrown its original threati baseball fields to include soccer
fields, basketball courtsplleyball, tennis courtsand hiking/biking/jogging trails. One highlight

of Walker Park is a large mural depicting the history of South Fayetteville.

Historical Mural in Walker Park

Oneof the main things th&&outh Fayettevilldhas always bees a neighborhood. Even a
place where poorer families, both black and white, commingled long before efforts were made to
alleviate the strict segregation that existed in the century after thaf &mel civil war and

slavery.



Besides wonderful little homes and neighborhood grocery stores that used to dot the area,
South Fayettevilles also home to the National Cemetery, built after the civil war as a resting

place for the Union dead who foughtdagiied in this area.

National Cemetery

Just south of the National Cemetery is Oaks Cemetery, our traditionally African
American cemeteryfounded in 186.70aks Cemetery has just recently been placed on the
Arkansas Register of Historic Places and ¢ffare underway tgive it the attention it has
deserved over these many years when the caretakers had little or no resources to maintain this

significant and historic location.

Oaks Cemetery view from western (newer) area

Just north of the National Cemetery, at the corner of Martin Luther King Boulevard

(formerly 6th Street) and Government Avenue was a small neighborhood once known as



